Rather more than three years ago I noticed, that whereas I could readily preserve specimens of the aehorion schcenleini and also of the trichophyton tonsurans in glycerine jelly, satisfactory specimens of the microsporon furfur could not be preserved in the same manner.
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Although on treating scales scraped from patches of pityriasis versicolor with caustic potash, abundances of the characteristic bunches of spores were seen, the addition of glycerine jelly to another specimen from the same patch was followed by the disappearance, or at least by a marked shrivelling up have held that the presence of these spores is accidental, and others that they are the results of degenerations of the elements of the skin itself, the fact that the application of an agent which destroys the spores is followed by the cure of the disease, is strong presumptive evidence in favour of the view that the fungus has a causal relation to the affection.
I have found acetic acid equally efficacious in the treatment of a case of onychomycosis in which the microsporon furfur was present. A year ago 1 was asked to see a child, a3t. 5 years, on account of an affection of the nails. Several of them were grooved both longitudinally and transversely; they were brittle, as evidenced by splitting; they had yellow pits here and there, and round the root of the nails there was a quantity of debris. Microscopic examination of some scrapings showed abundance of the characteristic bunches of the spores of the microsporon furfur. As there is in general a close relation between the nails of children and the skin of their scalp, it was thought advisable in this case to examine the scalp also, the result being the discovery of a yellowish scurf which showed under the microscope the same fungus as the nails. Both were cured by the above-mentioned treatment.
